Christmas Eve Homily by Mrs Linda West LLM - 24 December 2020
Theme: However strange this Christmas is, Jesus is with us
Readings: Isaiah 9.2, 6-7; Isaiah 11.1-9; Luke 1.26-38; Matthew 1.18-27; John 1.1-14
How many times have you heard people say: “It won’t be the same this year”?  
I’ve lost count, but it reminds me of two very strange Christmases when I was a child.  When I was 8, my mother was in hospital.  My dad and elder sister did their very best to make Christmas as normal as possible with the presents, decorations and food, but it wasn’t quite the same without Mum there, and Dad disappeared for long periods to visit her in hospital – a trip which in those days involved 2 miles walking and a train journey in each direction.  
Two years later was even worse.  Mum was rushed off to hospital seriously ill just before Christmas.  Jan was sent to be with a spinster friend of my mother’s, whilst I got the better end of the deal and went to stay with relatives.  One evening several days after Christmas, my aunt took my cousins and I up to the ‘phone box – there were no mobiles and few home ‘phones in those days.  She told us to stay outside whilst she made a call.  When she came out, she told me that my sister Sally had been born on Christmas Eve,  What a fabulous Christmas present!   And one that I am still enjoying.  
Tonight we’ve remembered the very strange time Mary and Joseph had that first Christmas when Jesus was born – not in a nice clean hospital or even a home birth to which one could ‘call the midwife’, but in very make-shift accommodation with only scratchy straw for a bed.  No ordinary nurses but a donkey, some cattle and maybe and a stable cat.  And what extraordinary visitors – shepherds, sheep and magi bringing the oddest gifts for a child – gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Nothing immediately useful like a bag of nappies or some baby clothes!  
It’s been an extraordinary, and in many cases sad, year for all of us and we’ve received many cards saying ‘we’ll be glad to see the back of it’. There are glimmers of hope with the vaccine, but with Covid cases rising with a new strain and the introduction of Tier 4, we can be sure that we are still in for a long haul.  
But, strange Christmas though this is, the very event we’ve been celebrating tonight does give us hope, however long it takes to rid the world of Covid 19 and however long it takes for the economy to recover and people to find employment again.  
That hope is, of course, Jesus.  God sent his son to the world so that we could all have life in its fullness – a fullness not confined to a full stomach, a good job, a nice home, friends and family and good health.  All these things are important, but Jesus recognises that we can’t have all of them all of the time and some times will be very bad.  But he does give us a fullness which is not achieved by any of these things.  
It is the fullness of knowing that he is with us all the time and that he understands whatever situation we may be in.  If we read on beyond the Christmas story, we find that he was a refugee, he had people hating him and wanting to kill him, he knew all the trials and tribulations of growing up, earning a living and interacting with other people, many of whom mocked him.  And at the end of his life he suffered the most cruel death, so that he could take all the sins and troubles of the world on him, and re-unite us with God when he rose again. 
As we read about Jesus’ ministry, we see how much he cared for people.  And he cares for each one of us.  Whether we are able to be with family or friends or whether we are on our own tomorrow for Christmas dinner, we each have one guest at the table who we haven’t had to calculate for in the Government’s restrictions – Jesus himself.  He is with us always and he wants to join in every minute of our lives – we only have to open the door of our hearts and invite him in.  He will be with us not just tomorrow, but all through the next difficult few months whatever happens to us, and will give us the strength to cope with whatever 2021 and the years beyond holds.  
May God bless us all as we celebrate the very best Christmas present of all, the birth of Jesus, his son.  Amen. 
(5 mins)
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