Sermon for Evensong by Mrs Linda West LLM, 17 November 2019 

HOLY HABIT OF MAKING MORE DISCIPLES
Readings: 
Acts 2.42-47, page 1094 Pew Bible; 

John 4.27-37, page 1067 Pew Bible.
Theme: to show the importance of making more disciples and how we do it
During the past year as a church we have been looking at the importance of developing holy habits and, hopefully, practising them.
So far we have looked at Biblical teaching; fellowship; breaking bread; prayer, sharing resources; serving; eating together; gladness and generosity; and worship.  Tonight we come to the culmination of the series by looking at making more disciples.  
Whatever our role in life, this is the most important thing we are called to do.  After all, Jesus last command to us was to ‘go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.’ (Matthew 28.19-20).  
OK as we read this passage in the Bible, Jesus was actually addressing only the 11 disciples who were left after Judas had gone.  But Jesus did not mean these words just for the 11, or for the characters such as Paul we read about in the New Testament, or even for chosen evangelists and teachers.  He meant these words to be heard and obeyed by everyone who believed in him then, everyone who has believed in him since; and everyone who will believe in him in the future.  
Yes, there are people such as Billy Graham or Fane Conant, who used to be our vicar, who have been called to specifically devote the whole of their lives to the job of an evangelist and speak at special rallies or meetings.  But that does not mean that we are not called to be evangelists in a different way too.
Our two readings give us an insight into what Jesus wants us to do.  
Firstly, our gospel reading from John.  Let’s start at the end, because this is where Jesus wants us to get the vision of what he is about.  He wants us to visualise his harvest field, already sown and ripe for harvest.  There are countless people all over the world, and much nearer home in the places we socialise or work, and in Seer Green and Jordans, who have never heard of Jesus and don’t have a clue how important he can be in their lives.  Each one is a tiny seed and Jesus wants us to help it grow.  
So how are we going to do this?  Had we read the rest of the chapter, we would have been reminded of the Samarian woman whose life was so mixed up in immorality that she had to sneak down to the well each day when no one else was around.  But then she encountered Jesus and she was so excited by what he told her that she didn’t care what people had thought of her before, she just had to run round the town telling everyone that she had met the Messiah.  
There’s a challenge for us here too – when were we last so excited about what Jesus had done for us that we just couldn’t stop ourselves from not caring what anyone thought and going and shouting from the rooftops how wonderful he is?
But if we find that witnessing to Jesus’ grace is so difficult, why is it?  Is it because we have failed to develop those holy habits we have been looking at over the past year?  
It is in developing those holy habits – reading a little of our Bible each day, enjoying the fellowship of other Christians in study and prayer, coming to break bread together in communion, making sure we pray individually each day and with others regularly, serving Christ and each other with acts of kindness, eating together so that we get to know each other better and can discuss all sorts of things including how to witness to Christ, showing gladness at what Christ did for us when he died and how he helps us in our lives, and in giving generously to the church’s work and other charities, and in worshipping together. These are the ways that we become more Christ-like and grow in faith and ability.
This is what we see happened in the early church in our reading from Acts 2.  It was in their attention to the apostles’ teaching, their sharing worship and meals together, in the rich selling property to help the poorer believers, in witnessing miracles, and in the gladness they got from this fellowship, that the early Christians witnessed.  It was as others watched them, and saw how their lives had been transformed, that they decided the Christian life was so attractive that they must join in.  
This is the way most of us are called to make more disciples – through how we live out our daily lives and how people see in us that Christ is worth having with them.  But we must be prepared, if others ask about the hope that is in us, that we can give an answer.  This is where developing holy habits comes in – if we really practice them in our daily lives, they will become such a natural part of us that talking about Christ will become as natural as discussing our most passionate hobby.
We may not see great results in numerical terms – we are like a team of gardeners, one plants a seed, another waters the ground, another adds the fertiliser, another does the pruning, etc.  But each word we say or deed we do will add to the day that someone else becomes a disciple for Christ. 
May God bless us as we practise our holy habits and make more disciples.  Amen.
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