Cassa’s Newsletter for Advent 2018
Dear All, 
Tomorrow we come to the end of the Church's year with the celebration of Christ the King. Through this, we remember Jesus' place reigning in heaven as our king and ultimate judge. This is both an image of great comfort in a broken world and also a sobering thought for how we live our lives in the light of his piercing gaze. We move from this glorious image of Christ's ultimate victory at the end of the Church year to Advent and the plan of God from the Patriarchs to the incarnation of himself, Jesus the Christ. We may want to consider which image of Christ do we find most challenging and why?
Advent: May I encourage you in the busy-ness of this season of preparation to give some time to your relationship with God. It is my experience that God rewards this investment of time with a deepening of our spiritual life. So ways you can nurture your faith this Advent:
- Come to the Advent Carol service on Sunday 2nd Dec 6 pm
- Sign up for the Advent Course, the sheet is in church or details on my October email from the Vicar, the deadline is tomorrow as the course starts next week if there are enough people. 
- Read an Advent book; I have provided lots of options, which can be found on the bookcase in church. 
- Advent Challenge - the Bible Society has an Advent Challenge. 
PCC News:  The PCC met on Monday. Our main item of business this time was a consideration of the report from the Partnership for Missional Church on the congregation interviews, which led to a very interesting discussion. We looked at the next part of the process, the congregation timeline. The PCC has been invited to a Cluster Day in March to reflect together on the listening tools we are being taught through this process. 
Jenny Tebboth's Licencing:  Jenny, one of our curates is now fully trained and has decided to stay in the benefice rather than move to somewhere new. This is great news for us. There will be a special licencing service, led by Bishop Alan for the whole benefice on Sunday 16th Dec 10 am, hosted at Chalfont St Giles. Please come to support Jenny. 
Holy Habits and Benefice Retreat Day:  As a benefice we are going to participating in a discipleship course called 'Holy Habits' which will be led by Jenny in her new role. We will have the 2nd Sunday of the month where we will have a special sermon on one of the Holy Habits and then opportunities to 'practise' these habits over the rest of the month. As part of this course we are going to have a benefice retreat day with our friends at Chalfont St Giles on Saturday 22nd June - please reserve this in your diaries. 
Christmas:  There will be as always many ways to celebrate this wonderful season in the church year. I wonder if I may encourage you to look at the plethora of services and decide which one you could invite a family member or friend to that does not normally come to church? I already have one of the crib services marked for a friend of mine and her children. 
This is my prayer for us all during this season of Advent:
   Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
   scatter the darkness from before your path
   and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory. 
 
Every blessing, 
Cassa
Reverend Cassa Messervy, 


