Sermon for 8 July 2018 
COLOSSIANS SERMON SERIES 3: THANKSGIVING LEADS TO ACTION
Readings: Colossians 3.1-17, page 1184 pew Bible; Mark 9.42-50, page 1014 pew Bible.
Aim: to use passages to show that thanksgiving must lead to action 
We’re going to start this morning with a short time of silent prayer.  I’m going to give some pointers and we can then each silently give the request to God in our hearts.
Think of someone for whom you would like to give thanks to God.
Then think of a particular thing about that person you would like to give thanks to God for.  
Then think what your prayer for that person might be.
Then think of a Christian community for whom you would like to give thanks to God.
Then think of a particular thing about that community that you want to give thanks to God for.  
Then think what your prayer for that community might be.
I’m not going to ask you to share your prayers, though I suspect that many of us thanked God for family members or friends, what their love means to us, and we might well have prayed for their health or welfare – or even for their Christian journey.
Again, I suspect many of us thanked God for Holy Trinity, the friendship and fellowship we enjoy here, and might have prayed for our church’s mission or growth, or for the young people’s groups or our worship.
This morning we are continuing our series on thanksgiving using Paul’s letter to the Colossians, and we might like to bear in mind the prayers we’ve just prayed as we consider the passage and see how they compare with it.  
Curiously, the word ‘thanksgiving’ or any other word with a similar meaning, only occurs only 3 times in the 17 verses we read this morning, and those are in the last 3 verses of the passage, so we might wonder what the rest of the passage has to do with thanksgiving.  The earlier verses are all about Christian living – or rules for holy living as the NIV heads up the passage.  
I think we need to start with the last verse and then put the rest of the passage in context in the light of it.  Verse 17 says ‘And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.’  
Ah!  thanksgiving in a nutshell – do everything in Christ’s name and give thanks to God.   Well, I could end here, but that would be a very short sermon and would not do full justice to the passages we’ve read this morning. 
So what are the rules for holy living and how do they relate to thanksgiving?  
In verses 5, 8 and 9 Paul gives us a long list of things we must rid from our lives.  Those in verse 5 he says belong to our earthly nature and must be put to death – sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which he describes as idolatry – all of which will bring God’s wrath.  And then in verses 8 and 9 a list of things we must rid ourselves of – anger, rage, malice, slander, filthy language and lying to each other.  
Many of these things we know are instinctively wrong, and we would probably credit ourselves with not doing them or at least avoiding them.  But some of them are things we can slip into very easily, even by misusing what is good and then going overboard.  For instance, greed.  God has given us lots of lovely food to eat and enjoy and give us the nutrition we need.  But there is a fine line between eating well and greed – one chocolate is nice, two indulgent but how many do you have to eat in a sitting before it becomes greed?
A flippant example, but we need everyday things to help us think seriously about what Paul is saying.  
So where can we get help in sorting out this holy living?
I suggest that turning back to our passage from Mark is a good place to start.  And here Jesus starts with another rule for holy living and a stern warning that anyone who causes a child to sin is in real trouble.  But does this just mean children, or should we apply this principle to adults as well?  I think the answer is probably, yes.
So how do the curious verses that follow help us?  If every time our eyes, hands or feet (not to mention our ears and other faculties) caused us to sin we cut them off, there wouldn’t be much left of many of us by now and I certainly wouldn’t be standing here preaching as my tongue would have gone long ago!  So what is Jesus saying?  
I think he is exaggerating in order to make the point that if something is likely to put us into temptation we should keep out of the way of it, just as Paul is saying we must get rid of it or put it to death.  
Great in theory but easier said than done.  So where do we start?  Curiously, I think we should start by thanking God for whatever situation we find ourselves in whether it is a temptation or not.  If it is a temptation then we need to ask for the Holy Spirit’s guidance to help us get away from it or get rid of it.  
Some temptations will be easier to avoid than others.  Going back to our earlier example of greed.  Everyone of us who has ever tried to lose weight knows that the real answer lies in the shopping trolley.  If we don’t buy those cakes, biscuits etc and don’t have them in the house we can’t eat them.  So perhaps with each temptation in our lives we should think and pray to establish where the source is and how to get rid of it and put it to death in our lives.
I know that I am most likely to get ratty and angry if I have over-booked myself, feel under pressure,ended up not taking enough rest and got too tired.  My solution must be by going back to the diary and looking at everything else that is going on very carefully before saying yes to anything.  
But it is not just getting rid of things, it is clothing ourselves in much better alternatives that Paul instructs us to do.  As he says in verses 12 and 13, we are to put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience and bear with each other, forgiving each other as the Lord forgave us. 
Again easier said than done.  Perhaps as a practical exercise this week we could think carefully about one of the evils we need to get rid of in our lives and try and replace it with one of the attributes Paul tells us to clothe ourselves with.  
But we can’t do that in our own strength.  And the key to it all lies in final verses of the passage we read from Colossians.  Paul adds in verse 14 that above all we need to put on love.  If we have love and thanksgiving in our hearts these things will follow and, as Paul says, be bound together in perfect unity.  
But does love just come naturally, or do we need to do something else?  The final 3 verses of our passage are the key to the whole of these rules for holy living.  In verse 15 we need to let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts and be thankful.  It’s much easier to do right and much harder to do wrong if we really let Christ rule our hearts.
But how do we let Christ rule our hearts?  Verse 16 tells us to let the word of Christ dwell in us richly – I know, you must be sick and tired of Cassa and I banging on about reading your Bibles everyday but it really is key to letting Christ’s words dwell in our hearts and even that small passage given in the Bible notes (of which I think there are still a couple of copies available for free trial) can help build up that word of Christ in our hearts.  
Paul tells us to let this word dwell richly in our hearts as we teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as we sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in our hearts to God.  We tend to think of admonish as a bit of a ticking off, but it is worth nothing that the dictionary definition also says it means give advice, inform, remind, but however Paul meant it he reminds us that we need to teach and admonish with all wisdom and that we should do so as we sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in our hearts – there it is, thanksgiving again, even when we are advising people.  
Cassa and Melissa have chosen hymns and spiritual songs full of thanksgiving for our sermon series on the topic; these can also make very good prayers for one’s own quiet times – or not so quiet times, or not such quiet times if, like me, we sing them as we go around the house doing the chores or walking from room to room.  We don’t sing psalms much in our worship nowadays, but how about a Bible challenge for the summer to read all the psalms and identify which ones are psalms of thanksgiving?  They, too, make marvellous prayers for our own use.
And so we come back to verse 17 and Paul’s edict to do everything, whether in word or deed, in the name of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

Whatever we do we need to consider whether we are actually doing it in Christ’s name.  If we are, we will find it much easier to obey Paul’s rules for holy living, and much easier to do everything with thanksgiving.
So how does Paul’s passage on thanksgiving compare with the silent prayers we said at the beginning of the sermon?  Do we want to revise any of our prayers or add to them?  
Let’s take a few moments of quiet now and give thanks for and pray again for the people and Christian community we named before God.  
Let us pray:
· for that individual, giving thanks for something about them, and asking God for something for them

· for that Christian community, giving thanks for them, and asking God for something for them.

(Pause)
And we give thanks, Lord, as we know you will answer our prayers and even if the answer is wait or no, you will give us patience and understanding.  Amen.
(14 mins)
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