
Cassa’s email:  6 September 2017
Dear All, 
The Autumn is upon us and we have lots of things happening in the next few months to help us grow in faith and serve God in our community. 
This Sunday sees the start of a series of four talks on how Christians might respond to some of the big issues of our time: fake news, austerity, migration and terrorism.  These talks will be on the 10th, 17th and 24th September and on the 1st October at 6pm, starting with wine and canapes and hosted at Seer Green Baptist Church. I hope we will all commit to coming along as this is a fantastic opportunity to think about these topics which affect our world. 
Services in September
Sunday 10th 10am: Holy Communion -we will begin our autumn sermon series on prayer. 
Sun 17th 10.30am (10am for coffee/tea): Joint service at Seer Green Baptist Church to celebrate our work together. 
Sun 24th 10am: Holy Communion - Prayer 2. 
 Harvest Festival: we will have our Harvest Festival Service on Sunday 1st October at 10am followed by a bring and share lunch in the Jubilee Hall from 12.30pm, everyone is invited.
Serving Our Community
Monthly Coffee Morning:  We have a new monthly coffee morning in church from 9.30-11am on the 1st Thursday of the month. Sometimes this will be supporting a charity, sometimes it will just be to provide an enjoyable event for our community. Bring your friends and please let Cassa know if you can help with setting up and serving coffee.
Space for peace and quiet:  One of the things people always remark on is how peaceful our church building is. It is an antidote to our busy world. We felt that it would be good to highlight the availability of the church for peace and quiet to the wider community. We wonder whether setting a time on a Sunday from 1.30-3pm when the church is set aside for uninterrupted peace and quiet which could be advertised would be a good idea?
Church Life
Service Review:  The questionaires for the Service Review Survey are now available at the back of church or you can access it by clicking here and printing it out. Please read, reflect, pray and discuss the information with as many people as possible. We will have opportunities after our services for people to chat with Cassa, Jane and Andy. The service surveys need to be returned by Saturday 30th September to the box in church or to Cassa at the Vicarage.
Prayer: Our focus for the Autumn season will be prayer. This is the core activity of Christian life but one we can sometimes find hard so it is good to focus on it for a time with opportunities for teaching and practice. We will have a sermon series on different aspects of prayer on our communion Sundays, a monthly day set aside for prayer in Church and the opportunity to participate in the short course called ‘try praying’. Our September prayer day will be Mon 25th and the church will be open for prayer from 5 am until 9 pm. There will be Morning Prayer at 9 am, Midday Prayer at 12 pm, Compline at 8.30pm. There will also be prayer stations available throughout the day for personal prayer, drop in when you can.
A training parish:  For the first time in several years we are a training parish to a number of people. Jenny Tebboth and Paul Henderson, our part-time curates, are learning how to be ministers in both the churches of the benefice. Chalfont St Giles Church has a new children and families’ leader Victoria Smerdon who will be working alongside Janna Holder as she learns the ropes. Also, Paul Bosson, who starts a Theology course at the London School of Theology in September with have a placement within the benefice. It is very exciting for us to be able to provide these important opportunities to gain experience for a new set of ministers and lay leaders in our church, please pray for them all.
Dates for your diary:
Sun 10th, 17th, 24th Sept and 1st Oct 5.45pm Talks: ‘A Christian Perspective on….’ given by Steve Gaukroger.
Sun 17th Sept 10.30am: Joint Service hosted by Seer Green Baptist Church
Mon 25th Sept:  Prayer Day, church open from 5am to 9pm
Sun 1st Oct 10am: Harvest Festival Service followed by a shared lunch at the Jubilee Hall
Sat 21st Oct 5am:  Prayer Day, church open from 5am to 9pm.
Sun 5th Nov 4pm: Remembering service for our departed loved ones.
Sun 12th Nov 10am: Remembrance Sunday joint service at the Jubilee Hall
Tues 21st Nov: Prayer Day, church open from 5am to 9pm
Sunday 3rd Dec 10am: Christingle Service
Sun 10th Dec 7pm: Christmas Celebration with Village Voices
Sun 17th Dec 7pm: Carols by Candlelight
Tues 19th Dec: Prayer Day, church open from 5am to 9pm
Sun 24th Dec: 11am: Said Communion Service; 3pm and 4.30pm Crib services, 11.30pm Midnight Mass
Mon 25th Dec 10am Two-part Christmas Day service with communion.
Wishing you every blessing this month as you seek to serve God in your life, work and community, 
All good wishes, 
Cassa
Reverend Cassa Messervy;   01494 672496


