HOLY TRINITY CHURCH SEER GREEN AND JORDANS 
DIOCESE OF OXFORD
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire

Sunday 8 January 2017 
The Epiphany

‘We have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.’
John 1: 14 


Services this week

Today 8 January 
  8am BCP Communion: Revd Cassa Messervy
10am Holy Communion with Fun & Faith and Junior Church: Revd Cassa Messervy
  6pm Evening Prayer: Revd Cassa Messervy

Wednesday 11 January
11am Midweek Communion: Revd Cassa Messervy

Sunday 15 January 
  8am BCP Communion: Revd Cassa Messervy
10am Morning Service: Revd Cassa Messervy with Special Speaker Susie Wilson
12pm Baptism Service for Lily Grace Chesterman: Revd Cassa Messervy

Monday 16 January
 2pm  A short service of thanksgiving for the life of Ian McCaskill followed by the burial of his ashes in our garden of remembrance.  Ian’s funeral service took place in Yorkshire before Christmas.

Collect for today

Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-Child:
guide and sustain us, that we might find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Bible Readings 

 Isaiah  60: v1—6    Pew Bible page 746
 
 Matthew 2: v1-12   Pew Bible page 966


Hymns
(Bracketed nos. refer to the choir’s blue hymn books)

537 (805) We Three Kings of Orient are
  41 (46)   As with Gladness Men of Old
  71 (89)   Brightest and Best
477 (705) The First Nowell


Our vision at Holy Trinity is to live and share Christ’s love

Welcome – to everyone this morning. If you are visiting or new, do please introduce yourself to someone. If you would like to know more about any of our activities or services please ask or check out our website www.seergreenandjordanscofe.org or like our Facebook page www.facebook.com/HolyTrinitySGJ. 

We welcome children throughout all our services.   If they need a break at any time please feel free to use the crèche facilities in the vestry - toys, toilet etc - coming and going as you wish. After the children’s talk there will be Fun and Faith for pre-school age children and Junior Church for the older ones. 


This week we pray for:

·	all the places in the world where there is a war and ask for peace, especially lasting peace in Syria
·	all who are suffering as a result of terrorism or accidents which occurred over the holiday period
·	all who serve in our armed forces
·	the spread of the gospel and the building of God's kingdom
·	J John's Just One project, our charity of the month, and ask God’s blessing on us all as Susie Wilson of Just One speaks to us next Sunday
·	our house groups as they start a new term of study together
·	all who are sick and those who care for them
·	all who mourn, that God will send them comfort and hope.


Are you, a member of your family, or a friend, in special need of prayer?  If so please see the book for your requests on the table by the  pulpit or contact Linda West (673821), Muriel Ward (675024) or Cassa (672496 ).

The next meeting of the Prayer Group will be on Tuesday 31 January at 2.30 pm in the Vestry.   All are welcome to attend the meeting, or ask Linda for the list of concerns for prayer at home.

The Ahmadiiyya Muslim Community of Hillingdon invites us to a dinner on Saturday 28 January 5.15 to 7.30 pm to celebrate the New Year and to unite for world peace.  The motto of this community, which Cassa and some of us visited last year, is “Love for All, Hatred for None”.  The invited guests include leaders of other faiths, politicians, teachers, doctors and members of the general public. If you would like to know more please contact Jen Lomas (671281)

Notices

Our Church collections for charities over the Christmas period, including gift aid, were £494.91 for the Children’s Society and £463.78 each for Padstones (the local charity for homeless young people) and Medecins Sans Frontieres, a total of £1,422.47. Well done and thank you all very much on their behalf!


Our charity for January is the ‘Just One’ event with J. John at the Emirates Stadium on 8 July.  For details visit www.justone.co.uk and/or come next Sunday when our speaker at the 10am service will be Susie Wilson from J. John’s team.  To donate to this charity please use of the blue envelopes in the pews, filling in the details if you can Gift Aid your contribution, or commit to a monthly contribution for this year, preferably by standing order or direct debit (see below).  Please pray for the event and that you may be shown someone to take to it.  We are planning (with the Seer Green Baptist Church) to arrange a coach party to attend the event. 

Payments to the church by cheque, standing order or direct debit for any purpose:  please make these payable to ‘The PCC of Seer Green’.  The bank are now reluctant to take cheques made payable to ‘Holy Trinity Church’ or ‘Holy Trinity PCC’ 

 
House Groups:  One of the best ways to grow in discipleship of Jesus is meeting with others and learning together.    Our house groups are at various times and days, please ring the contact if you would like to know more:

Tuesdays (weekly)          8.15pm:  contact Paul Bosson (680148)
1st Tuesdays (monthly)   7.45pm: contact Cassa (672496) or email 
3rd Tuesdays (monthly) 10.30am: contact Cassa (672496) or email
2nd & 4th Thursdays       8.00pm: contact Jen Lomas (671281)

Alpha:  do you have questions about Christian Faith? Would you like to refresh your understanding of Christian Faith? We will be running a ‘Churches Together’ Alpha course starting in May. Do look out for the invitation cards available in church.  In preparation for this we will be doing a couple of special joint services with the Baptist Church on 26 February 10.30am (hosted at the Baptist Church) and 19 March 10am (hosted at Holy Trinity). These services are designed for you to be able to invite friends or neighbours who do not normally come to church to come along. The format will be informal and engaging. More information next month. In the mean time please consider who you might invite. Maybe you could invite them for lunch afterwards?

Baptisms: We have been inundated by baptisms in the last year, which is a wonderful sign. However, managing the needs of baptismal families and our regular congregation has been difficult. So the PCC has agreed a trial of a new policy.  This means that baptismal families will have a separate baptismal service, with a requirement that they to come to the next family service to be welcomed by the church family.  Of course church families who would like their children to be baptised in the main service will still have this option.  

Email from the Vicar:   Cassa sends out a monthly email to the church family, if you are not already receiving this and would like to, please email her on cassamesservy@gmail.com to let her know. Thank you.

Ministry Fund: Statement from our Church Wardens:  Please see the full statement, on the board at the back of church, from our church wardens about the fantastic news that funds have been raised to set up a ministry fund to increase our ministry hours in the parish. Cassa will now be working full time hours, not part-time hours. Our thanks go to the generosity of church members who have made this possible. If you would like to contribute to the Ministry fund please contact Andy (07814 993234) or Jane (677328) for more information.

Dates for your Diary 
Sunday 15 January 10am: Special Speaker: Susie Wilson from J John’s ‘Just One’ team 		
Sunday 22 January  4pm: Messy Church, to be hosted at Seer Green Baptist Church
Sunday 29 January, Benefice Sunday: Cassa and Ian Brown (our Rector) will swap duties Wednesday 1 March 8pm: Ash Wednesday (start of Lent) Special Benefice Service at Holy Trinity 
Thursday 13 April 8pm: Maundy Thursday Communion 
Friday 14 April	 Good Friday
Sunday 16 April	 Easter Sunday


Vicar of Holy Trinity and Associate Priest (Benefice)
Revd Cassa Messervy (672496, cassamesservy@gmail.com). Cassa now works full-time. Her 
rest day is Saturday.

Rector of the Benefice
Revd Ian Brown (01494 872097, rectorcsg@stgileschurch2.plus.com). Ian’s rest day is Monday.

Benefice Curate
Revd Jenny Tebboth (01753 892940, jenny.tebboth@btinternet.com). Jenny works part-time.

Licensed Lay Minister
Mrs Linda West (673821). Linda works part-time, still on limited duties.  

Children and Families Leader
Miss Janna Holder (07764 490960, jannaholder@talktalk.net). Janna works part-time.   

Other contacts
On general church matters please contact our churchwardens: Jane Spoerry (677328) or
Andy Nicholson (07814 993234); and on pastoral matters Jen Lomas (671281).



The next pew sheet will be prepared by Geoffrey Brand.   If you have any Church/Christian events which you would like included please make sure he has them by close of play Wednesday  (geoffreybrand@waitrose.com)


Websites
Parish:    www.seergreenandjordanscofe.org
Diocese: www.oxford.anglican.org
Deanery: www.amershamdeanery.com



