Cassa’s email letter for March 2017

Dear All, 

Well the season of Lent is underway, a time for us to refresh ourselves spiritually and to refocus ourselves on Jesus. The Lent book I am reading 'A Way Other Than our Own' by Walter Brueggemann had this to say yesterday which I felt I had to share with you:

'We are on the road again! As followers of Jesus, we are on the road again in Lent, walking the way of obedience to Jerusalem for the big showdown with the authorities of religion and state. It is a risky road, full of toils and snares. However we are surrounded on the way by the God of all trust, who walked the way with Jesus. 

Can we imagine Lent for us as a great departure from the greedy anxious antineighborliness of our economy, a great departure from our exclusionary  politics that fears the other, a great departure from self-indulgent consumerism that devours creation. And then an arrival at a new neighbourhood, because it is a gift to be simple, it is a gift to be free, it is a gift to be where we ought to be.'

Food for thought for our Lenten journey!

Services this Month
This Sunday at our family service we will be considering the value of unity with the Parable of the Lost Coin. At 8am and 6pm we will looking at the temptation of Jesus and what it teaches us about the choices we make. On Sunday the 12th we have our Holy Communion service and Jesus's teaching to Nicodemus about how to enter the Kingdom of God. On the third Sunday of Lent (19th) we will have our usual 8am service and then the second of our special Village services at 10am, please invite a friend. On the 26th March we will be considering John chapter 9; 'Healing and Spiritual Blindness' at our 8am service and the 10am Holy Communion service. We will also have a gift of flowers as we remember Mothering Sunday. Our midweek service will be at 11am as usual. 

Village Service
The first of our Village Services hosted at Seer Green Baptist Church was wonderful, such a good atmosphere and beautiful planned service. Our thanks go to the planning team from both churches. Myles and I invited some friends of ours from the village who really enjoyed the service and are considering whether to do the Alpha course. May I encourage you to invite your friends to Holy Trinity on Sunday 19th March 10am for the second of the Village Services. 

Alpha
Our Alpha courses begin in May. There are three sessions: Tuesday 10.30-12pm with lunch (Hosted at Seer Green Baptist Church); Tuesday 7.30-9.30pm with dinner (hosted at 7 Seer Mead) and Friday 9-10.15am with coffee and pastries (hosted at Holy Trinity). 
I would like to encourage everyone to come to Alpha, either to attend the course or to help. Myles and I did the Alpha course when we were at University and it is one of the best courses on Christianity that we have done and we are looking forwards to doing it again! Andrew McCausland (Baptist Minister) and I have committed ourselves to attending each of the three courses which I think shows how much we value this opportunity to enable people to grow in faith. 

Lent Groups
Our Lent groups start this month, well the evening one has already started. These groups will be considering 'How we share the Good News' an important task of every Christian. Its not too late to join please get in touch with me if you would like to join a group. 

Psalm 23:6 says, 'surely goodness and love shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.' The Christian journey is about seeing differently, seeing past our fear, anxiety and need to control, to the ultimate truth that we are loved beyond our understanding. We are indeed citizens of God's  Kingdom, called by him to build His Kingdom in the everyday of our lives. 

May God give you courage to take up your cross and follow Jesus this month. 

Blessings :-)

Cassa

Reverend Cassa Messervy

