HOLY TRINITY CHURCH SEER GREEN AND JORDANS 
DIOCESE OF OXFORD
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire

Sunday 15 January 2017 
 The 2nd Sunday of the Epiphany

  
‘Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus’
Acts 17:22

 

Services this week

Today 15 January
  8am BCP Communion: Revd Cassa Messervy
10am Morning Service: Revd Cassa Messervy, with Special Speaker Susie Wilson 
12pm Baptism Service – Lily Grace Chesterman: Revd Cassa Messervy

Monday 16 January
  2pm There will be a short service of thanksgiving for the life of Ian McCaskill followed by the burial of his ashes in our garden of remembrance. Ian’s funeral service was held in Yorkshire before Christmas.

Wednesday 18 January
11am Midweek Communion (Revd Cassa Messervy)

Sunday 22 January (Week of Christian Unity)
   8am BCP Communion: Revd Cassa Messervy
 10am Holy Communion with Fun & Faith and Junior Church: Revd Cassa Messervy
   4pm Messy Church, at Seer Green Baptist Church: Janna Holder, Revd Cassa Messervy


Collect for today

Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end: bring us and the whole creation to your glory, hidden through past ages and made known in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Bible Readings 

  8am: Acts 17: v16-34, Pew Bible page 1113
           John 1: v29-42,  Pew Bible page 1064

10am: Acts 17: v16-34, Pew Bible page 1113
           2 Cor.5: v14-21, Pew Bible page 1161

 Hymns
(Bracketed nos. refer to the choir’s blue hymn books)

  53  (62)   Be still, for the presence of the Lord
 —   (352) In Christ Alone (on screen)
532 (798)  We have a gospel to proclaim
380 (563)  How Great Thou Art



Our vision at Holy Trinity is to live and share Christ’s love

Welcome – to everyone this morning. If you are visiting or new, do please introduce yourself to someone. If you would like to know more about any of our activities or services please ask or check out our website www.seergreenandjordanscofe.org or like our Facebook page www.facebook.com/HolyTrinitySGJ. 

We welcome children throughout all our services.  If they need a break at any time please feel free to use the crèche facilities in the vestry - toys, toilet etc - coming and going as you wish. After the children’s talk there will be Fun and Faith for pre-school age children and Junior Church for the older ones. 


This week we pray  

·	 that as Donald Trump takes office as American President this week, new ways may be found to bring peace in our world
·	for all who suffer as a result of war, violence or abuse
·	thanking God for our local ecumenical activities and pray for the world-wide Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18-25 January)
·	for the preparations for Alpha and that God would show us who He wants us to invite to the joint services on 26 February and j19 March
·	for Amy and David Chesterman as they bring Lily Grace for baptism today
·	for the four couples preparing to get married in our church this year
·	for all who are sick, especially Marilyn Young (Olwyn Davidson-Oakley’s sister), those who treat them and their carers
·	all who mourn, especially the families of Ian McCaskill, David Evans, David Wyllie and Victor Good.


Are you, a member of your family, or a friend, in special need of prayer?  If so please see the book for your requests on the table by the  pulpit or contact Linda West (673821), Muriel Ward (675024) or Cassa (672496 or email see back page).

The next meeting of the Prayer Group will be on Tuesday 31 January at 2.30 pm in the Vestry.  All are welcome to attend the meeting, or ask Linda for the list of concerns for prayer at home.

The Ahmadiiyya Muslim Community of Hillingdon invites us to a dinner on Saturday 28 January 5.15 to 7.30 pm to celebrate the New Year and to unite for world peace.  The motto of this community, which Cassa and some of us visited last year, is “Love for All, Hatred for None”.  The invited guests include leaders of other faiths, politicians, teachers, doctors and members of the general public. If you would like to know more please contact Jen Lomas (671281).

Notices

Our charity for January is the ‘Just One’ event with J. John at the Emirates Stadium on 8 July.   Our speaker at the 10am service today is Susie Wilson from J. John’s team.  To donate to this charity please use the blue envelopes in the pews, filling in the details if you can Gift Aid your contribution; or commit to a monthly contribution for this year, preferably by standing order or direct debit (see below).  Please pray for the event and that you may be shown someone to take to it.  We plan, with Seer Green Baptist Church, to organise a coach party.

Payments to the church by cheque, standing order or direct debit for any purpose:  please make these payable to ‘The PCC of Seer Green’.  The bank are now reluctant to take cheques made payable to ‘Holy Trinity Church’ or ‘Holy Trinity PCC’ 

Discovering the Bible: The Diocese have laid on a 10-week course on Tuesday evenings at St Michael’s Amersham (and also in other centres) “to help participants read the Bible with more confidence and understanding …. well suited to anyone interested in discovering more about the Bible (cost £40).”  The tutor is the Revd Neil McKathie, Vicar of St George’s, Britwell. Further details were given on the last page of the ‘Doorpost’ insert in the January issue of ‘The Door’.  It started last Tuesday but if you are interested please contact Geoffrey Brand (676637).

Alpha:  Do you have questions about Christian Faith? Would you like to refresh your understanding of Christian Faith? We will be running a ‘Churches Together’ Alpha course starting in May. Do look out for the invitation cards available in church.  In preparation for this we will be doing a couple of special joint services with the Baptist Church on 26 February 10.30am (hosted at the Baptist Church) and 19 March 10am (hosted at Holy Trinity). These services are designed for you to be able to invite friends or neighbours who do not normally come to church to come along. The format will be informal and engaging.  More information next month.  In the mean time please consider who you might invite. Maybe you could invite them for lunch afterwards?

Baptisms: We have been inundated by baptisms in the last year, which is a wonderful sign. However, managing the needs of baptismal families and our regular congregation has been difficult. So the PCC has agreed a trial of a new policy.    This means that baptismal families will have a separate baptismal service, with the invitation to come to the next family service to be welcomed by the church family.     Of course church families who would like their children to be baptised in the main service will still have this option.  
Email from the Vicar:   Cassa sends out a monthly email to the church family, if you are not already receiving this and would like to, please email her on cassamesservy@gmail.com to let her know. Thank you. 

Retreat day: ‘”Open to New Light” with Caroline Pakel, at Jordans Quaker Centre, Welders Lane, Jordans, HP9 2SN  on Friday 10 February, 10am-4pm.  Explore ways to stay open in mind, heart and will.  Cost £35 with a ’Bring & Share’ lunch. Call 01494 876594 or email office@jordansquakercentre.org


Dates for your Diary 
 
Sunday 22 January  4pm: 	Messy Church, to be hosted at Seer Green Baptist Church
Sat 28 January 5.15-7.30pm	Ahmadiyya dinner, Hillingdon
Sunday 29 January	      Benefice Sunday: Cassa and Ian Brown (our Rector) will swap duties 
Friday 10 February 10am-4pm	Retreat Day at Jordans Quaker Centre 
Sunday 26 February 10.30am 	‘Village Service’ hosted at Seer Green Baptist Church 
				(Note: there will be no 10am service at Holy Trinity).
Wednesday 1 March 8pm: Ash Wednesday (start of Lent) Special Benefice Service at Holy Trinity 
Sunday 19 March  10am	‘Village Service’ hosted at Holy Trinity
Thursday 13 April  8pm		Maundy Thursday Communion 
Friday 14 April	 		Good Friday
Sunday 16 April	 		Easter Sunday


Vicar of Holy Trinity and Associate Priest (Benefice)
Revd Cassa Messervy (672496, cassamesservy@gmail.com). Cassa now works full-time. Her 
rest day is Saturday.

Rector of the Benefice
Revd Ian Brown (01494 872097, rectorcsg@stgileschurch2.plus.com). Ian’s rest day is Monday.

Benefice Curate
Revd Jenny Tebboth (01753 892940, jenny.tebboth@btinternet.com). Jenny works part-time.

Licensed Lay Minister
Mrs Linda West (673821). Linda works part-time, still on limited duties.  

Children and Families Leader
Miss Janna Holder (07764 490960, jannaholder@talktalk.net). Janna works part-time.   

Other contacts
On general church matters please contact our churchwardens: Jane Spoerry (677328) or
Andy Nicholson (07814 993234); and on pastoral matters Jen Lomas (671281).


The next pew sheet will be prepared by Geoffrey Brand.   If you have any Church/Christian events which you would like included please make sure he has them by close of play Wednesday  (geoffreybrand@waitrose.com)


Websites
Parish:    www.seergreenandjordanscofe.org
Diocese: www.oxford.anglican.org
Deanery: www.amershamdeanery.com

