Sermon for March 6th 2016, Mothering Sunday
Sermon YrC Lent 5 John 12:1-8

Colossians 3: 12-17, John 19: 25-27

Pray – May my spoken word be true to the written word and lead us to the living word.  Amen. 

Can you think of people who have inspired your faith? Are there those that you have chosen to emulate as Paul tells Timothy to do in his second letter to him? On this fourth Sunday of Lent, Mothering Sunday, we are focusing on ‘mothering’ or mentoring - that process by which a disciple of Christ inspires or encourages another disciple. 

Jesus gives us an example of that ‘mothering’ in our reading from John. As he hangs on the Cross near death, he looks to his mother and to the ‘disciple whom he loved’ John, concerned for their welfare and wanting to ensure in the difficult days to come that they will both be supported. John may have been a young man, maybe not yet 20, which is why he was able to be at the Cross with the women. He was not considered a threat like Jesus’ other male disciples and was not therefore likely to be arrested. However Jesus was concerned that neither of them should be left comfortless and so he created new relationships for them that have been the model Christian people have followed through the ages, we join church ‘families’, we become ‘sisters and brothers’ in Christ following the model that Jesus gave us. 

Paul in his letters constantly shows himself as a model of a disciple of Jesus and also a mentor who makes other disciples. Paul’s goal is to become more like Christ as he says in Philippians and he wants to encourage those he is writing to, to follow his lead. His letters are full of practical advice on what it means to be a disciple. Also, like any good mentor, he corrects and redirects those whom he is discipling. This is a quality of ‘mothering’ where we care for, correct and teach another so that they might grow up showing tender-heartedness, kindness, humility, meekness and a readiness to put up with the imperfectness of others. 

In Paul’s letter to the Colossians he describes exactly these qualities to the community he is mentoring. In the chapter before he has described all sorts of undesirable behavior: greed, sexual promiscuity and dirty talk. The church at Colossae was a young church and needed encouragement and clear direction to change from their old ‘clothes’ and put on the new in order that their community would become more like Christ in their words and actions. 

A good mentor encourages us to bring these qualities to life, so what sort of actions and words will make each quality Paul describes come to life in our lives, our village, our world? 

We must remember that our world will often take these qualities and warp them, so being kind doesn’t mean being a soft touch. Being tender hearted does not mean being sentimental. That humility is not the same as low self esteem. That meekness is not weakness, but is what you get when a wild horse has been tamed (all the power, but now under control). We should not let people scoff at these central qualities that make the Christian life what it is suppose to be. I wonder if people scoff because they are threatened by such a dazzling and demanding way of life? 

So on this ‘Mothering’ Sunday I wonder if this week we reflect on who has mothered us in the faith, who has mentored us in the past and who performs that function for us in the present? Also, who do we mentor? If we are not currently mentoring anyone if we prayerfully consider if God is calling us to carry out this important aspect of our discipleship. 

Paul always places his teaching in the context of Jesus – pointing to him as our ultimate model. Forgive because Jesus forgave. Love because he did. And finally, whatever you do or say must be able to stand having these words written above it: ‘In the name of the Lord Jesus’. 

A Prayer of Saint Anselm – 11th Century:

Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you; • you are gentle with us as a mother with her children. Often you weep over our sins and our pride; • tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgement. You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds; • in sickness you nurse us, and with pure milk you feed us. Jesus, by your dying we are born to new life; • by your anguish and labour we come forth in joy. Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness; • through your gentleness we find comfort in fear. Your warmth gives life to the dead; •your touch makes sinners righteous. Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us; • in your love and tenderness remake us. In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness; •for the beauty of heaven may your love prepare us. 
Amen. 
