
Cassa’s Lent Sermon No 5 (Sunday 22nd March)
‘Sir we wish to see Jesus’ seems like a reasonable request – if someone stopped you outside the shops in Seer Green and said a similar thing you would probably lead them to the person they had ask for or at least give them directions. Philip and Andrew act quickly leading the Greeks to Jesus. But I wonder if they were surprised by Jesus’ answer? Instead of replying, ‘how wonderful – bring them over here so I can talk to them’…..Jesus talks about seeds and plants, life and death. Why? What is going on here?
Well before we think about that I am going to point out to you that this is our final week in our Lent sermon series and our theme is the ‘Power of the Gospel’. Many Christians are wary of the word ‘power,’ yet on the majority of occasions on which the word occurs in the New Testament, the context is positive. To take just one example, St Paul writes in 2 Timothy that God gives “a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control”. 

As Christians, we believe the ultimate source of power is God. If we understand ‘power’ simply as ‘the ability to act’ then it is logical that we would want to build a more powerful Church to work for the Kingdom. 
There are of course very different kinds of power. ‘Power over’ (the power of violence and other kinds of intimidation) is very different from ‘power with’ (the power exercised by people when they act together, with imagination and courage, to work for a more just society). It is ‘power with,’ rather than ‘power over’ that has achieved some of the most fundamental social changes – with Christians such as Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks and Desmond Tutu providing some of the most striking examples. 

Our communion prayers, which we will sing and say in a minute, reveal the creative tension at the heart of any truly Christian understanding of power. In the Holy, Holy, we sing the praises of our “God of power and might,” proclaiming that the heavens and the earth are full of his glory. Yet no sooner have we done that than we remember his self-offering in Jesus- broken break and wine outpoured. God’s power is shown most fully in self-giving love. 
The power at the heart of the Gospel is ‘power with’ not ‘power over’ – power which (as we saw in the story of Jesus and the money changers a couple of weeks ago) not afraid to challenge and disturb, but which nonetheless seeks to be placed at the service of love. 

And this leads us back to our Gospel story today….what is going on in Jesus’ response to Philip and Andrew when they bring the Greek’s who wish to see him? 
Well at first it seems that Jesus does not even respond to the Greeks wish to see him. These Greeks, who are foreigners but seem to be attracted by all the festivities that they see and want to know more about Israel’s God – they come to Jesus, a Rabi who seems to have exciting teaching about God. But Jesus then talks about his time coming and wheat, being planted and dying and producing fruit. 
Jesus’ strange reply does in fact respond to the Greeks wish to see him. He says if you want to ‘see’ me – truly ‘see’ me and who I am then I have to continue on my path to the cross, because it is only when you see my death on the cross, when I will be lifted up from the earth that everyone, including Greek foreigners will see who I am and who God is. Through the cross Jesus is saying people will not just ‘see’ him but will ‘come to him’, in the sense of being drawn by the powerful love of God, drawn into fellowship and new life. 
Here is the power of the Gospel message: Jesus’ death on the cross a tragedy of abusive power, political corruption and hatred of another human being is the ‘power’ with which God saves the world. In fact Jesus’ death will be a triumph: the triumph of God’s self-giving love, the love that looks death itself in the face and defeats it by meeting it voluntarily, on behalf not just of himself but all of us too. 
This is the power of the Gospel message lived out in the lives of people like Martin Luther King – prepared to give their lives in order to overcome the structural power of sin in our world which oppresses groups of people in our societies and can   only be overcome with self-giving acts of loving solidarity. 
So I wonder how we apply the power of the Gospel in our own lives – in what ways do we stand with the powerless in our society – maybe you support a homeless charity, maybe you volunteer at a night-shelter, maybe you are on Avaaz or Change.org and sign petitions letting your MP’s know about issues you are concerned about? Maybe you give financially to our church which supports pastoral ministry to the elderly, suffering, bereaved, families and more widely supports churches working in very deprived areas of the diocese, so that the Gospel message may still be heard. Maybe your heart is in praying for the suffering of our world or you are involved locally with caring for the elderly lonely or families in crisis – maybe you are part of a group who makes meals for someone who is ill. These are all examples from people in our congregation – thank you for using the power of the Gospel to act – to help with building God’s kingdom one act at a time. 
Jesus says, ‘whoever serves me must follow me. Whoever serves me the father will honour’. Amen. 

